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From Pastor Mackie
Dealing with Inevitable Change

Those who believe in self-improvement often select measurable ways they want to change in the
new year. | gave up on making such resolutions decades ago. It seems that the desire to change is
easier to express than its implementation. I probably won’t be setting weight loss goals, or
exercise plans, or civic engagement projects. If I do, I expect those undertakings will change.
And such adjustments are not all bad. In fact, in a Gospel reading near the end of this month,
Jesus invites:

“Be repenting, for the Kingdom of Heaven has come near.”

(Matthew 4:17 RMV)

Continuing repentance involves continuing change. It involves growing recognition of guilt.
It involves a growing recognition that we can’t keep ourselves alive by begging, pleading,
or promising to do better. We can’t keep ourselves alive by preserving patterns of living
which put self at the center and ignore God or push him aside. Instead, God the Father
invites us to rely on his undeserved, steadfast, forgiving love as revealed in the life, death,
resurrection, and ascension of His Son, Jesus. The apostle Paul expressed the invitation
this way:
I encourage you, brothers, given the compassionate acts of God, to present
yourselves as living sacrifices well pleasing to God which is your logical
response. Do not be conforming to the current age, but be transformed by the
renewal of your mind to understand the good, pleasing, and complete will of
God. (Romans 12:1-2 RMV)

What is true of individuals is also true of congregations. No matter how comfortable or
uncomfortable life at Alleluia is right now, inevitably things will change. People will come
and go, be born and die. Members will grow older. The pattern of pastoral leadership will
change. Whether the congregation will become more foolish, stagnate, or become more
wise and loving depends on the willingness of members to listen to the Good News and
trust that the Holy Spirit will guide our growth through His Word.

Each holiday season, the Chamber Singers of Oshkosh end their Ceremony of Nine
Lessons and Carols concert with a reference to happened to John the Baptizer (Luke 1:80)
and Jesus of Nazareth (Luke 2:52):

And the child [Jesus] grew...
in wisdom and stature and undeserved love with God and men.

If those men grew, who are we to insist that we do not need to and will not change? In
years old and new, keep being transformed to repent of past sins, rejoice in the
forgiveness Jesus provides, and grow in our ability to express loving endurance in the face of the

changes and chances of life.
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News and Notes

\/\ ‘ V Focus on Health with Dr. Joyce Bauer

Tuesday, January 6th at 6:30 pm
Join us for discussions around heart disease, blood pressure and cholesterol.

Thank you to our volunteers who
keep our building clean and
welcoming!

We are seeking new volunteers to help
keep our church tidy! See the weekly
announcements to sign up or call church
to see how you can help out.

ThankGou.

= : o Thank you for your loose change donations!
J anuary 19th at Skater s Edge We will be sending your donations to the St.
Jude Children’s Research Hospital.

March 15™ Faith and Family Night with the
Green Bay Blizzard Loose change donations for 2026 will be
donated to the Ronald McDonald House. And
save your pop tops! We will collect, recycle
and turn them into money for the Ronald
McDonald House Charities.
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ACE Christmas Program
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Lots of Smiles at ABC!
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Happry Happy
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Bernie Lessor Jr 4-Jan Paul & Kristin Petrie 8-Jan
Trenton Dietrich 7-Jan Bill & Linda Teske 17-Jan
Rose Heimmermann 8-Jan

Shannon Willison 8-Jan

Carol Schinke 10-Jan

Chris DiPiazza 11-Jan

Samantha Dole 11-Jan

Jesse Petersen 13-Jan

Austin Bowers 16-Jan

Missy Just 16-Jan

Kristin LaCount 17-Jan

Ben Franz 19-Jan

Jay Tursky 20-Jan

Noah Olson 24-Jan

Jerrica Stoltenow 24-Jan

Levi Swalheim 24-Jan %%%-

Megan Stradel 27-Jan




